Shakespeare Final Project


Name:



For this unit’s final project, we would like you to demonstrate your understanding of reading this complex play you studied through meeting the following objectives:

You have the following options:

1. You will select a scene to act with a group and do all the levels of planning, rehearsal and design to show a full visualization of the scene and an interpretation of the characters and themes in your scene.  (See details below.)

2. Create a theme for your interpretation of the play through set designs and costuming schemes for the whole production of the play, including all characters and all scenes.  (See details below.)

Option One:  Acting a Scene
Planning steps:
1. Your acting company should carefully read through and study your scene.

      a.   Complete the company handout. (1 per group)
2. Decide how you want to stage the scene and then draw the stage set. For a finishing touch, write a key line from your scene under the set design.
3. Complete the promptbook pages.

a. Cut out an extra copy of the scene you have chosen and paste it onto plain paper. Place the lines to the far right. You will use the left side of the paper for notes and sketches.

b. You may make cuts in your scene by crossing out lines, but Shakespeare’s words must appear in their original sequence without changing in their meaning. In the margin, briefly justify the reasons for your cuts. Work in pencil.

c. Make production notes for the way you want the scene to be played. These notes should include the following information: pauses, tone of voice, gestures and facial expressions, notes or diagrams of action and movement.
4. Decide how you will costume your players.

a. Provide a drawing or description of your company’s costumes.

b. Provide a justification for selecting them. (If you do the scene in modern dress or in another time period, explain your reasons.)
5. Each student in your company will complete a character report for the character he/she is portraying.
6. Write a group narrative where you explain all the design choices you made for your scene, including the following:  set design, prompt pages, costume choices and justification, character and theme analysis.    

7. Hand in your narrative when your group acts your scene for the class. 

Option Two:  Directing Designs for the Whole Play

1. Decide on a fitting time period, location, and thematic focus for your production.  Complete Planning Report (attached).
2. Design a set that works (including any set changes) for the entire production that illustrates the decisions you made in number one above.

3. Design music and light scheme that enhances that thematic and character focus (consider how music between scenes can provide commentary on what’s going on, maybe an important clip or line from a song to play at certain times, etc.)

4. Design costumes for all the characters.  Complete the costume plots provided.
5. Include narrative that explains all the design choices you have made to support the theme.

6. Be prepared to show your plans and explain your ideas to the class through a presentation. 
Standard 1:  Oral Expression and Listening

a. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

b. Use verbal and nonverbal techniques to communicate information.

c. Develop a well-organized presentation to defend a position.

d. Use effective audience and oral delivery skills to persuade an audience.

e. Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest. 

Standard 2:  Reading for All Purposes

a. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

b. Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

c. Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

	Planning due:


	Next steps due:
	Work during class prep days:

	· Option 1:  Pick scene, Company handout and character reports done, decide time and place


	· Option 1:  Set design, costume decisions, promptbook pages written for your character.  Start narrative

	· Option 1:  rehearse and change any promptbook choices so that they agree.  Finish narrative.


	· Option 2:  Decide time, location, and thematic focus; set design 


	· Option 2:  Music and light scheme, costume choices; start narrative


	· Option 2:  Finish narrative and polish drawings and details




Option One:  Scenes for Final Performance:  Select one of these scenes and groupings.
1.2.46-104 Benvolio and Romeo intercept an invitation to the Capulet feast.

Lines:  Benvolio, 20; Romeo, 30; Servingman, 12

1.3.1-106 Juliet, her nurse, and her mother talk about her childhood and a possible marriage to Paris.

Lines:  Lady Capulet, 37; Nurse, 64; Juliet, 7; Servingman, 5

2.4.1-103 Mercutio and Benvolio tease Romeo about his new love

Lines:  Mercutio, 71; Benvolio, 11; Romeo, 21

2.4.104-220 Mercutio, Benvolio, and Romeo joke around with Juliet’s nurse and Peter.  Romeo tells the nurse about the wedding arrangements.

Lines:  Romeo, 32; Mercutio, 21; Nurse, 55; Peter, 7; Benvolio, 1

2.5 Juliet and her nurse discuss the merits of Romeo.

Lines:  Juliet, 46; Nurse, 37

3.3.1-90 Friar Lawrence, Romeo, and the nurse talk about Romeo’s banishment.

Lines:  Friar, 31; Romeo, 54; Nurse, 2

3.4 Capulet and Paris agree on a wedding date.

Lines:  Capulet, 31; Paris, 5; Lady Capulet, 2

3.5.1-65 Romeo and Juliet curse the dawn because Romeo must leave.

Lines:  Juliet, 40; Romeo, 24; Nurse, 3; Lady Capulet, 1

3.5.65-126 Lady Capulet tells Juliet she must marry Paris.

Lines:  Lady Capulet, 31; Juliet, 31

3.5.127-214 Juliet tells her father she refuses to marry.

Lines:  Capulet, 64; Lady Capulet, 6; Juliet, 11; Nurse, 4

4.1.1-49 Friar, Juliet, and Paris meet outside Friar’s cell.

Lines:  Friar, 12; Paris, 23; Juliet, 15

4.2 Juliet begs her father’s pardon.

Lines:  Capulet, 27; Servingman, 5; Nurse, 2; Juliet, 12; Lady Capulet, 3

5.3.190-210 Prince, Capulets, Montague, and Friar try to understand what caused the deaths of Romeo and Juliet.

Lines:  Prince, 39; Capulet, 10; Lady Capulet, 5; First Watch, 6; Montague, 10; Friar, 46; Balthasar, 6; Page, 5

Names:










Scene:  








Option One:  Company Report for Promptbook (1 per group)

After you have read your scene aloud as a group, answer the following questions:

1. What happens in your scene?  Outline the basic events.

2. What do you think are the key purposes of your scene?  What themes or motifs does it develop?
(Keep these purposes in mind as you make decisions about blocking and characterization.)

3. What time period and location would best symbolize the theme?

4. What special effects, props, music, etc. can you use to symbolize those key purposes?

5. What are your reactions to this scene?

Name and Character:










Scene:  








Option One:  Character Report for Promptbook (1 for each person in your group)

No matter how big or small the part, every actor needs to know the answers to the following questions:

1. What does your character want in this scene?

2. What is your character’s motivation for doing what he or she does?

3. What obstacles stand in his or her way?

4. What happens when your character confronts these obstacles?

5. What themes, motifs, issues or cultural points of view does your character symbolize?
6. Are there any distinctive elements in your character’s way of speaking? (Is his or her language elaborate, plain, musical, or what?).  How can you add a distinctive element to your acting while being true to the character?  

7. What types of gestures, ways of walking, or mannerisms would characterize his or her personality?

8. What is your character thinking during the scene?  (How does he or she react to the other characters and events?)

Names:










Option Two:  Planning Report (1 per group)

1. What theme or motif’s ESSENCE do you want to focus on in the play?  (We know the play has multiple themes, but identify one or two to help you guide your planning.)
(Keep these purposes in mind as you make decisions about scene selection and characterization.)
2. What key events, characters and scenes highlight the thematic essence of the play?  You can’t address the whole play, so choose with the ESSENCE in mind.
3. What time period and location would best symbolize the thematic essence?  Why?
4. What special effects, props, music, pictures, and set etc. can you use to symbolize those key purposes?

5. What literary elements support this thematic essence?  Include examples and citations as needed.
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