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Poetry Project

Freshman Honors English

We will be exploring poetry from several different angles--reading it, writing it, analyzing it and performing it. You will be writing poetry in several different formats, learning poetic terminology, and becoming acquainted with the TP-CASTT method of analysis, which I will expect you to practice and demonstrate. For this project, you will be analyzing a poet and his or her poetry. Be sure to read a lot, and find some poetry you love. Believe me, it’s out there!

Your mission: Pick one poet of literary merit to study. Discover someone you haven’t studied before who writes poetry that challenges and moves you, and who has stood the test of time or is a literary award winner. That may not always be the first poet you read.  Come with a couple of choices.  Have your poet chosen by: ______________.  Suggestions:
Sandburg
Hughes

Whitman
Eliot

Dunbar

Angelou
Tretheway
Emerson
Holmes

Shelley

Pound

Keats

Byron 

Kevin Young
Tennyson
Mary Oliver      Alexie                Bishop               Olds                  Syzmborska
Ginsberg
Rilke

Plath

Lawrence
Baca

Quintana
Neruda

Hayden
Oden

Shange

Walker

Sarton

Giovanni
Collins

O’Hara


Piercy

Harjo

Frost

Silko

Dickinson
St.Vincent Millay
· no Edgar Allen Poe or Shel Silverstein

· No using “this is my friend’s, neighbor’s, father’s, grandmother’s, etc.” poetry. Poet must be published and well-known
· no Chicken Soup for the Soul poetry

· No poems or poets you have studied before; nothing from middle school!
Required parts:

1. Read several of your author’s poems to savor his/her style and values. Research what this poet believes. What are his or her references in life? What generation? Optimistic or pessimistic?  Dig into some biography and perhaps criticism of your poet.
2. Look for four poems that clearly demonstrate the author’s writing style, values, historical influences, or impact on society. You will use one of these poems for your essay. Print out the four poems and number the lines so I can easily find your references in your writing about the poems.
3. Be sure to cite your sources of the poems and research accurately according to the MLA format in your notes or on Easy Bib. Put these on a Works Cited page, and include them on the last page of your essay. Let me know what books, collections, websites, or magazines you use. Remember to cite your sources of all the poems and any and all research you use.
4. Each of these four poems now must be analyzed in one of four ways; think about which format matches your experience with the poem. 

· One poem must be accompanied by a TP-CASTT analysis.  This analysis must be complete. Very complete.  This TP-CASTT will be due on ​


.

· The second poem should be accompanied by a metaphoric/analogical response that describes your experience with making meaning of the poem.  You will learn this format in class and complete it in your journal.  Due on_____________.
· The third poem should be accompanied by a one-page interpersonal reflection about what the poem means to you; this one is the most personal and draws on your experiences and connections that help you relate or respond to its content.  Why did you pick this poem?  How does it connect with your experiences and observations about the world? You will learn this format in class and complete it in your journal.  Due on_____________.

· The fourth poem will be analyzed in an essay.  You will use the TPCASTT system to analyze the poem in your journal first, but the essay will be uploaded to Turnitin.com by _____________.  See below for details.
Note:  All formats will be modeled and practiced in class.

5. For your fourth poem, you will write a four-paragraph essay analyzing the poem’s tone and theme.
· The introduction 

· Researched and cited information about what in the author’s background lead to your understanding of his/her writing style, values, historical influences, or impact on society.

· Include the title of the poem (in quotation marks) and the author.
· A thesis sentence stating what the author has shown to be the tone and theme of the poem.

· The first body paragraph

· This will identify significant poetic devices used in the poem that create strong interpretive meaning in the poem; how do they help you understand the theme?

· Use at least three small, quoted parts of the poem as your concrete details

· Identify which poetic device each example represents (i.e.: “he fought like a lion” is a simile).

· Explain what meaning you get from each example (i.e.: This simile creates a powerful sense of the man’s strength because we associate lions with being rulers of the animal kingdom).

· Conclude by explaining how these devices work together to help the author communicate the theme.

· The second body paragraph

· This will identify the tone of the poem.

· Identify the tone (this is a sorrowful poem).

· Give at least three examples of phrases that establish that tone (i.e.: “woeful,” “mourning,” and “lament” all give this sad tone).
· Explain how the examples establish this tone (i.e.: when the word “mourning” is combined with something implying joy, the mockingbird’s song, it gives the poem an unusually sad tone).

· Explain how the tone informs your understanding of the theme of the poem.

· The concluding paragraph

· Reestablish how this poem reflects on the author’s life.

· Reflect on what it tells you about the author.

· Review the strengths and weakness of the poems you studied.

· Summarize the tone and theme of the poem, leaving the reader with a polished impression of your interpretation.

6. Include a Works Cited and a copy of the poem with your essay.  Please number the lines in the poem.
7. In addition, you will be writing your own poetry and sharing it with the class. For extra credit, you may perform an original poem of your own work to the class in spoken word-style.  Poetry slam competition in April is optional too.
Here are a few tips for you!
· Choose your poet and poems carefully. Make sure there is enough background information to help you write your final essay BEFORE you commit to one author, and be certain the poems are interesting and deep enough to analyze. Make sure you understand them!
· The poets need to meet Freshman Honors English standards. Please do not evaluate a poet you have evaluated before.

· We analyze a few poems in class together, so please do not use any of those for this project.
· Be excellent. Find poems that are interesting, but challenging, so when you’re finished, you will feel a great sense of accomplishment.

· The rubric must be turned in with your TPCASTT and essay.

The evaluation rubric is on the next page:
	
	Excellent
	Very Good
	Adequate
	Needs Work

	TP-CASTT analysis

              /25 pts.
	-Insightfully analyzes poem’s purpose and theme

-Analysis explains thoroughly and insightfully how the poetic elements affect meaning of the poem

-Connotation and Attitude sections include a diverse use of poetic devices

-Supports analysis with lots of insightful, appropriate, specific quotes from the poems, with all terms properly identified (5 per C and A sections)
	-Correctly analyzes poem’s purpose and theme

-Analysis explains thoroughly how the poetic elements affect the meaning of the poem

-Connotation and Attitude sections include appropriate poetic devices

-Several appropriate, specific quotes from the poems support analysis (3 per C and A sections)
	-Mostly correct analysis of poem’s purpose and theme

-Analysis begins to explain how the devices affect the meaning of the poems, but sometimes leaves a few questions 

-Connotation and Attitude sections include some repeated or obvious poetic devices 

-Lacks good support for analysis with few appropriate, specific references to the poems or inconsistent support
	-Not a clear understanding of poem’s purpose and theme

-No clear explanation of how the devices affect the meaning

-Little—if any—support from the poems 



	Final essay
            /100 pts.
	-Intro explains interesting, relevant, research-based author background with clear link to poem and thesis
-Body paragraphs consistently, correctly, and insightfully analyze poetic devices, tone, and theme of poem

-Supports analysis with lots of insightful, appropriate, specific references to the poems, all properly identified (3 per paragraph)

-Makes insightful conclusions that link the poem to author background research and review
- Demonstrates a good grasp of conventions and uses them to enhance readability. Errors are so few as to be unnoticeable to the reader.

-Titles (of poems) appear in correct format:  in quotation marks

-Completely correct Works Cited


	-Intro explains research-based author background with link to poem and thesis

-Body paragraphs consistently and thoroughly analyze poetic devices, tone, and theme of poem

-Supports analysis with specific references to the poems, all properly identified (3 per paragraph)

-Makes appropriate conclusions that link the poem to author background research
-Shows reasonable control over a limited range of writing conventions. 

-Few mistakes in conventions

-Mostly correct Works Cited


	-Intro touches on some author background, but may be brief or irrelevant or missing link to poem or thesis

-Body paragraphs begin to analyze poetic devices, tone and theme, but may be with several mistakes, omissions, or questions

-Lacks good, consistent support for analysis with few  or sporadic appropriate, specific references to the poems 

-Makes some conclusions about the poem and author background
-Meaning is generally understandable, though some errors impair readability

-Titles (of poems) are not entirely in correct format.

-Somewhat correct Works Cited


	-No author background or thesis

-Body paragraphs omit essential analysis of poetic devices, tone, or theme

-Details may be repetitious, inaccurate, or vague

-No conclusions to link poem and author background
- Errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, and usage distract the reader and make the piece difficult to read.

-Title (of poems) is not correctly formatted.

-Significant errors in Works Cited

-No Works Cited=0




The TPCASTT, metaphoric, interpersonal and original poems you write will all be formative grades.  The essay will be a summative grade.  You will also be tested on your transfer of poetry skills, where I will give you a new poem and you have to analyze it—this will also be a summative grade.  
The most important part of this project is to make a good choice of a poet who fits you. Choose wisely!  If you’re not sure, come talk to me so I can point you in the right direction.  Remember you should love, love, love your poet.
