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Literature Circles

Freshman Honors English

Graded Activities:

1. Reading and role preparation completed on time


/50
2.  Constructive, consistent participation




/50
3. Essay on book






/50
4. Discussion reports and daily exit slips




/50
Before you read:

1. Set up a schedule for reading (record on planner sheet)

2. Choose a discussion leader and job titles for each session

3. Exchange phone numbers so you can keep up if absent

As you read and discuss:

1. Keep up with the reading; don’t disappoint the other group members

2. Read with questions and comments in mind. Use sticky notes. Make sure these are genuine questions that will be interesting and helpful to discuss. Include page numbers of passages that will add to the discussion.

3. Look for specific passages that will enhance your “job” for the week.

4. Participate actively and constructively in discussions.

5. Take turns. Everyone speaks; everyone listens.

After each discussion session:

1. The discussion leader is responsible for writing a discussion report, due the day after discussion. It needs to be typed, and include the following:

a. Enough specific information that makes me feel part of the discussion (I like to feel included!)

b. Demonstrate the level of depth and insight/analysis reached in your discussion.

These should be a minimum of one full page in length. They should be thorough and thoughtful, showing what you learned through reading and discussion.

2. Evaluate your own and your group member’s preparation, performance, and focus. Add specific, anecdotal items that enhanced or detracted from the participant’s grade. You need to have one entry for every participant for every week. These are confidential; please do not share them with other group members.

3.  You will each need to write an exit slip as well at the end of every discussion day. What did you learn? What was your epiphany? What new ideas, new concepts, new thoughts, and new ways of looking at something did you gain today? These can be on a half sheet of paper; include your name and book title.

4. If you are absent and miss a discussion, you need to write a two-page reflection log on your reading, what you analyzed in it, and how you responded to the section of reading, as well as your role sheet.

Standards:

1.  Oral Expression and Listening

2a. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

2ai. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed.

2. Reading for All Purposes

1.  Increasingly complex literary elements in traditional and contemporary literature require scrutiny and comparison.

Group roles for discussion:  Before discussion, please write out notes of preparation for your role.  Be able to turn it in.
1. Discussion Leader/Eternal Return: Your job is to develop a list of 6-8 higher level thinking (Level III) questions your group might want to discuss about this part of the book. Don’t worry about details; your task is to help people talk over the big ideas in the reading and get your group members to share their thoughts. You are responsible for keeping track of attendance for the day, typing the discussion report, keeping the discussion moving, making sure everyone has a chance to participate, and reminding everyone to fill out the confidential grading rubric. Encourage group members to add their pieces of the project during your questioning, using page numbers from the book to make their remarks specific. Make sure everyone has a chance to participate, and that no one dominates the conversation. Keep returning to the fundamental questions, challenging the group to think deeper.

· Remember, you need to turn in a typed, completed discussion report the day after you are the discussion leader.

2. Literary Luminary/Clock-watcher: Your job is to locate 5-6 special sections of the text your group would like to hear read aloud. Look for imagery and sensory details. You also need to check closely for symbolism, motifs, characterization, and thematic issues. The idea is to help people remember some interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the text. Be prepared to discuss with your group why each passage is important; you won’t lecture them on its importance, but open it up for discussion. Then, share your thoughts after the others have discussed your passages.  Why did the author write the way he or she did? What is the author’s purpose? Keep track of time, too.

· Remember, you’ll be writing an essay, so choose rich passages that could be used later!

3. Illustrator/Part-Time Lunatic: Your job is to draw some kind of picture related to the reading. It can be of something discussed specifically in the book, or something of which the reading reminded you.  In your drawing, use color, quality, thoughtfulness, insight, and details to provoke thinking about the reading and its issues. Look at things in a totally different light, say the things most people are thinking, but are not willing to say. When the discussion leader invites your participation, show your picture without speaking. Let each member explain what he or she thinks the illustration represents. Afterwards, tell them what you picture represents to you.
· Write one to two sentences on the illustration that explains your choice. Be wild enough to wake people up, but not so wild as to be totally distracting.


4. Connector/Bridge Builder: Your job is to find 5-6 connections between the book your group is reading and the world outside. This means connecting the reading to your own life, to happenings at school, to other books, to world events, or to other forms of media. There are no right or wrong answers here – whatever the reading connects you with is worth sharing. Encourage others to tell of a connection they may have discovered. Also, draw connections between others’ thoughts in discussion.  Summarize areas of agreement and disagreement.
5. Device and diction developer and Summarizer: Your job is to be on the lookout for examples of literary devices we’ve studied, new vocabulary to expand our reading, and summarize the reading.  Look for irony, motifs, symbolism, malapropisms, point of view, character voice, poetic devices, etc.  If you find words that are puzzling or unfamiliar, write them down while you are reading, then find their definitions.  Be prepared to read the sentences from the book and share their meaning. 
· Also you need to have prepared a summary of the events in the assigned reading. You are responsible for making sure people understand what has happened in the reading.

(If you have only four people in a group, the illustrator will also be the device/diction developer and summarizer. If you have six in a group, device/diction developer and summarizer jobs will be split.)

Please save everything you do with this group; this packet and all your job preparation notes will be turned in at the end of the unit for your grade.

Literature circle planner:

Session 1: pages:



due date:

Discussion Leader/Eternal Return_____________________
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