Name:


A Dialogue Journal on Poisonwood Bible

The Task:  

As you read, you will maintain a dialogue journal to engage and record your thinking and analysis of your reading.  For each set of reading, you should select at least 3 significant passages for responses.  Entries (passages and your responses) are due with each set of reading.

Directions:

· As you read, mark at least 3 passages in the set of reading that speak to you.  Maybe they demonstrate strong themes, motifs, imagery, character development, symbolism, etc.  Or they may strike a strong emotional connection or response within you.  These are definitely the passages and moments in the text that you want to discuss in class or with a friend.  Your summative assessments for this unit will focus on character development, so the majority of your passages should connect to key elements for each of the different characters!
· You will transcribe the passage (using proper citation format) on one side of the paper, and then write your analysis or reflection on the passage’s significance on the other side of the paper.  Develop your thinking, and explain it thoroughly if you want to score well on this assignment.  THINK ANALYSIS!
· Finally, in order to demonstrate that you’ve finished the reading set, make sure your last passage comes from the last part of the assigned reading.  If you don’t include a passage toward the end, you will not receive credit for that entry.

Reading Assignments:  3 passages per set of reading=18 entries total

Each set of reading below is due at the beginning of the week and will be discussed throughout the week.

1. Book One (through pg. 82) due:
2. Book Two (83-186) due:
3. Book Three (187-311) due:
4. Book Four (312-375) due:
5. Book Five (376-506) due:
6. Books Six and Seven (507-end) due:
Example:

1. “We came from Bethlehem, Georgia, bearing Betty Crocker cake mixes into the jungle. My sisters and I were all counting on having one birthday apiece during our twelve-month mission. ‘And heaven knows,’ our mother predicted, ‘they won’t have Betty Crocker in the Congo’” (Kingsolver 13).

2. “Man oh man, are we in for it now, was my thinking about the Congo from the instant we first set foot. We are supposed to be calling the shots here, but it doesn’t look to me like we’re in charge of a thing, not even our own selves” (22).

3.  “ ‘She got killed and eaten by a crocodile.  They don’t let their children step foot in the river, ever.  Not even to be washed in the Blood of the Lamb’ ” (81).
It seems like they start out of place. What are they doing here? Going from Georgia to the Congo – what a difference. It reminds me when I went to an Aboriginal hospital in Australia; I felt so out of place, and everyone stared.  She emphasized they’re only staying a year. I wonder if they stay much longer than expected. I think they will.

Foreshadowing, maybe? Why are they not in charge? Why do they think they should be in charge? What is it that is making them not as powerful as they wish they could be? I always wonder what makes people believe they are in command of a situation, when in reality, they never have been.

She seems ignorant of what’s going on.

 Clearly trying to baptize the Congolese will be futile.  Wonder how long it will take for Nathan to realize this because he seems oblivious now.  Lots of references to the Bible, which makes sense since the Prices are trying to convert them.  Blood of the lamb=Jesus?  Refers to Christ’s innocence…who else is innocent?

