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Independent Reading #2:  Creative Writing on a Book of Literary Merit
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This “book report” will involve your reflections and expressions through creative writing.  As you read, think about how symbolism, theme, or another literary element influenced the book.  Once you have completed your reading, create a one-two page response to the topics listed below.  Overall, your writing must be creative, of high quality, and original; your analysis must be strong and thorough.  Choose a book of literary merit—one that has stood the test of time or has been recognized with an award of some sort—not just a best seller.  Think books for the college bound student, since that is what you are!  See my website or me for a list of ideas.  Mr. Powell, our librarian is also an excellent resource.
Standard 2:  Reading:  Read and comprehend a wide range of literature to understand important universal themes & human experiences.

Standard 3: Writing:  3.1.a & b.  Write narratives or literary texts to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective poetic techniques, figurative language and graphic elements to engage or entertain the audience.
Required Parts:
1.  Summary:
· Write a brief plot summary paragraph about your book, central conflicts, and their resolution so that the reader can make more sense of your creative writing.  Perhaps include main characters and setting.  Upload this to turnitin.com by ______________________________.
2. Title/Theme:
· Illustrate, symbolically, the main theme in the book or significance of the title.
· Write a clear and insightful theme statement to explain your symbolic representation.

· Include the title of the book, the author, your name, and your class period.

· This part should be creative and insightful; something that just addresses the literal meaning of the title is not getting at your interpretation, which is the focus.

3. Creative Writing:
· A piece of creative writing inspired by the book.  Pick from the following: review of the book, a recipe, a sonnet, eulogy, newspaper article, diary entries or letters between characters, or a song.

· Whatever you choose, craft language with a style emulating the text, figurative language, unique diction, and thematic significance

· If you want to do something else, check it with the teacher first.

Details:

· Your assignment should be on 8 ½ X 11 paper.  

· It should not be more than two pages long.
· It should be neat, word-processed, and error-free.  

· Be ready for it to be displayed publicly!

· Have the book read by ____________________ and the summary paragraph uploaded to turnitin.com by__________________________.  Finish #2 & #3 by_______________________.
