A Useful System for Studying a Novel

Foremost, QUESTION EVERYTHING. Ask yourself why each of these things happens or is a focus. Consider what the significance is on things that don’t make sense or things that you notice. ANSWER those questions with many possibilities.

· Predictions based on the title: What do you expect the book to address?
· Beginnings: closely examine the first chapter or two to look for what is established from the start. I argue that the first chapter sets up most of the themes, images, and initial impressions that will change, develop, or be carried throughout the rest of the book. Think of it as a microcosm.
· Symbols, images, and motifs that are repeated
· Themes you notice: try to trace them throughout the book. Maybe make charts where you add new developments. 
· Odd things that don’t seem to fit: Why is it there? Why is it important?
· Question things you don’t like: What are they doing there?
· Voices or silences: Who is speaking when and where? Who changes in how they talk or if they talk at all? Why does the change occur?
· Appearances of characters together or apart: What relationships are set up between characters? What personalities does that establish. What shifts occur in these connection? Why?
· Things on which the author spends large amounts of time: Why is this emphasized? What does it set up? How is it connected to the book as a whole?
· Patterns: What connections are established between things? What patterns echo other ones?

· Style: Why does the author use these techniques? How is it connected to the themes or issues in the novel? How does it enhance that?

· Setting: What impact does that have on it? How does it create and comment on the characters?

· Background on author: what trends/ issues are recurrent in the person’s life and writing?

· Endings: How is closure brought about? What has changed? What overall analysis can you give? What commentary does it give for the future or the issues presented?

· Final analysis of the title: What other meaning does it have?

